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26. March 2020, Budapest 

 

VODAFONE HUNGARY ACQUIRES FURTHER SPECTRUM FOR 5G SERVICES 
 

 

Vodafone Hungary acquired further spectrum for next generation 5G mobile services at the 5G spectrum 

auction conducted by NMHH (National Media and Infocommunications Authority) for a total cost of HUF 

38,65 billion. With these newly acquired spectrum bands  suitable for boosting speed, capacity and 

coverage, the operator is in good position to continue its 5G roll out and efforts to digitalize Hungary. 

 

Vodafone Hungary was the first among Hungarian mobile operators to launch its live commercial 5G service in 2019, 

in the downtown of Budapest and at the ZalaZONE Automotive Proving Ground, thanks to its 3600MHz frequency 

spectrum acquired in 2016. 

 

In May 2019, first at the ceremonial opening of the ZalaZONE Automotive Proving Ground in Zalaegerszeg, a few 

days later, at the HQ of Vodafone Hungary in Budapest, the operator has launched Hungary's first, permanent 5G 

base stations. Network capabilities were demonstrated through a car remotely controlled using 5G connection. 

 

The next milestone in Vodafone’s 5G developments was reached in the autumn of 2019, when Vodafone Hungary 

launched the country's first commercial 5G network accessible by the public in downtown Budapest. The 

commercial 5G network in Budapest runs on a total of 34 5G base stations. 

 

Vodafone Hungary has acquired a total of 80 MHz at the auction held on March 26, 2020, comprising of: 

 3.6 GHZ – 50 MHz for HUF 8,25 billion – allows Vodafone Hungary to increase the speed and capacity of its 5G 

network, offering download speeds of up to 1Gbps. The acquired frequency will be available as early as April 

2020. 

 700 MHz – 2 x 10 MHz for HUF 26 billion– allows the further expansion of 5G coverage. The frequency is 

expected to be available from September 6, 2020, and, until then, will continued to be used by terrestrial digital 

television broadcasting stations. 

 2100 MHz – 2 x 5 MHz for HUF 4,4 billion – can be used to meet the increased data demand of customers and 

to further boost capacity on the 4G+ network. 

 

The spectrum acquired has a 15-year duration until 2035, with the option of a further five-year extension to 2040. 
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Vodafone Hungary’s CEO, Amanda Nelson said; “The services provided by the telecommunications sector are of 

outstanding significance to individuals, businesses and the country as a whole. This is also proven by the current, 

difficult situation; yet, our networks are performing very well even in the face of heavily increased usage, allowing 

our clients to work, receive digital education or entertain themselves at home. On-going development is one of the 

prerequisites of high-quality, stable network performance, and 5G developments play a crucial part in this, as they 

make a significant contribution to the competitiveness and productivity of the national economy. With the 

successful auction and the frequencies purchased, we have now laid the foundations for these future 

developments.” 

 

EA Director, Gergő J. Budai, representing Vodafone Hungary at the auction noted: “NMHH conducted a professional 

auction procedure even under the current, most difficult of circumstances. We trust that the results will be beneficial 

to all, significantly contributing to Hungary’s digital development and competitiveness.”  

 

 

Vodafone Hungary’s  spectrum holdings before and after the auction: 

 

  Existing Holding Purchased Post-purchase 

700 MHz   2 x 10 MHz (Exp. 2035) 2 x 10 MHz (Exp. 2035) 

800 MHz 2 x 10 MHz (Exp. 2029)  2 x 10 MHz (Exp. 2029) 

900 MHz 
2 x 10 MHz (Exp. 2022) 

2 x 1 MHz (Exp. 2029) 
 

2 x 10 MHz (Exp. 2022) 

2 x 1 MHz (Exp. 2029) 

1800 MHz 2 x 15 MHz (Exp. 2022)  2 x 15 MHz (Exp. 2022) 

2100 MHz 2 x 15 MHz (Exp. 2027) 2 x 5 MHz (Exp. 2035) 
2 x 15 MHz (Exp. 2027) 

2 x 5 MHz (Exp. 2035) 

2600 MHz  2 x 20 + 25 MHz (Exp. 2029)  2 x 20 + 25 MHz (Exp. 2029) 

3.6 GHz 60 MHz (Exp. 2034) 50 MHz (Exp. 2035) 
60 MHz (Exp. 2034) 

50 MHz (Exp. 2035) 

 


